September 22, 2016

Although small in size, the Village of
Key Biscayne is a proud, tight-knit
community of islanders filled with a
mix of longtime locals, business lead-
ers, professionals, as well as inter-
national visitors and residents.

In celebration of its founding, the
city and its residents, or key rats as
they like to call themselves, will join
together this Saturday, September 24,
for the anniversary gala.

I am truly honored to represent this
south Florida treasure, and ask my
congressional colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Village of Key Bis-
cayne residents on this momentous oc-
casion. The Village of Key Biscayne, is-
land paradise, indeed.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
SODORO

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the exceptional life of
John Sodoro, a lifelong resident of my
hometown, Omaha, Nebraska.

John was a respected lawyer and a
loving father, grandfather, and hus-
band. Many in the community knew
him for his congenial personality and
compassion for his clients.

Before following his father’s foot-
steps in the legal profession, John
graduated from Creighton Prep, and
later, in true Omaha fashion, he earned
his undergraduate and law degree from
Creighton University.

Over the course of his career, John
made a difference in the lives of many,
successfully helping his clients through
a wide variety of difficult times. The
Omaha community has lost a great
man and true public servant. May his
work be remembered and his life al-
ways celebrated.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
the Sodoro family.

———

OUR NATION FACES AN INCREAS-
ING THREAT OF TERRORISM

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent attacks in New York, New Jersey,
and Minnesota all underscore the in-
creasing threat our Nation faces from
terrorism.

The House Homeland Security Com-
mittee just reported that already this
year, individuals have been arrested in
13 different States for some connection
to terrorism, and there have already
been 30 ISIS-linked plots in the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, as events in Paris and
Brussels demonstrate, this is not a
challenge we face alone. Across the
world, terrorism is on the rise.

Just this past weekend, an Indian
Army base near Pakistan was attacked
by heavily armed militants who killed
18 soldiers. Our two nations, the United
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States and India, have worked closely
to combat terrorism, and, more than
ever, we must increase those counter-
terrorism efforts with our partners in
India and elsewhere.

Mr. Speaker, we must be honest
about the evolving terror threat in
front of us and confront this challenge
with strong leadership and unwavering
resolve.

———
DEMS ARE THE FACTS

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, most modern busi-
nesses today use metrics to help them
establish best practices.

So I offer this chart based on the
published, peer-reviewed research of
two respected Princeton economists,
Dr. Blinder and Dr. Watson, that reveal
some very important metrics and
measures. It shows the annual growth
of the U.S. economy for each Presi-
dential term going all the way back to
World War II.

Democratic Presidents are in blue,
and Republicans are in red. So whether
it is 7% years where President Obama
outperforms the economy of his prede-
cessor or 70 years, as you can see, there
is a huge difference between how the
economy performs between a Repub-
lican v. a Democratic President.

In fact, going back 16 Presidential
terms, the economy does significantly
better by almost every measure under
Democratic administrations.

So, as President John Adams fa-
mously said: ‘‘Facts are stubborn
things; and whatever may be our . . .
inclinations . . . they cannot alter the
...facts. . .”

And the fact is, the blue, the Demo-
crats, do better than the Republicans
on the economy when a Democrat is
President.

———

CHAIRMAN RANDY FORBES HAS
MADE A DIFFERENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful that, in my
service, I began as a member of the
unique class of 2001. These were Mem-
bers elected in special elections that
year, including now-U.S. Senator JOHN
B00OZMAN, along with chairman of the
House Armed Services Subcommittee
on Seapower and Projection Forces,
RANDY FORBES, and chairman of the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
JEFF MILLER, both of whom are com-
pleting their House service this year.

Since being elected to the House,
Chairman RANDY FORBES has been a
crucial member on the House Judiciary
Committee and the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, where he serves as the
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Seapower and Projection Forces. He
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also founded the Congressional Prayer
Caucus, promoting religious freedom
worldwide.

I have been privileged to work along
with Chairman RANDY FORBES during
our service in Congress. He is a true ad-
vocate for peace through strength and
has been a leading voice on defense and
national security issues. A Trump ad-
ministration would have a dynamic
Secretary of the Navy.

I am grateful for the successful serv-
ice of Chairman FORBES. He and his
wife, Shirley, have served the citizens
of Virginia’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict with honor, making a difference
for American families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September 11th, in the
global war on terrorism.

Our sympathy to the people of India.

———

CONGRATULATING THE BUFFALO
NIAGARA RIVERKEEPER

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate the Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper, and its executive direc-
tor, Jill Jedlicka, winner of the Thiess
International Riverprize awarded by
the International River Foundation.

As Buffalo’s industrial economy
faded, we were left with a river so pol-
luted that the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency declared that the Buffalo
River was biologically dead and eco-
logically destroyed.

So western New Yorkers decided to
do something about it. They formed
the Friends of the Buffalo River, which
became the first organization to re-
ceive Federal authority and funding to
manage a remediation project in the
Great Lakes.

Now, thanks to the Riverkeeper, the
Buffalo River has come back to life,
with over $80 million in private invest-
ment as Buffalonians reclaim their
land at the water’s edge.

I congratulate the Riverkeeper on
this recognition, and I thank it for the
legacy it has left to our community,
one of the greatest environmental suc-
cess stories in Western New York’s his-
tory.

———
NOT ANOTHER DOLLAR TO IRAN

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Prohib-
iting Future Ransom Payments to Iran
Act, the House’s legislative response to
the administration’s shady cash trans-
fer to the Iranian regime; a cash trans-
fer resulting in the release of American
hostages, which the administration de-
nies was a ransom but acknowledges
the cash was used as leverage. The
American people are much smarter
than that.
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